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Logos from School Board, and Sponsoring Agency 

Date:

Dear Parents and Guardians of Senior Kindergarten Students:
The     Sponsoring Agency’s Name        of the City of                           is working with      name all school boards involved      , and the Offord Centre for Child Studies, McMaster University, to conduct a Kindergarten Parent Survey (KPS).  This project is funded by the Ontario Ministry of Children and Youth Services. You have been selected to participate because you have a child that is currently enrolled in the senior kindergarten program. 

You would have been informed that a questionnaire (the Early Development Instrument, EDI) was completed by your child’s teacher for all children in senior kindergarten classes during February/March 2012.  This provides information on children’s early development in our community, and helps us to work towards giving children a better chance at being ready to learn when they enter grade one.  We would appreciate it if you would fill out the attached questionnaire about your child’s early experiences to give us more important information.
What is the purpose of the study?

The purpose of the KPS questionnaire is to ask parents about the early experiences of children and families in    name of city/site   .  The results from the Kindergarten Parent Survey will be linked to EDI results, and may be linked with other data about things that may have an effect on how well children are doing to see if there are any trends.  For example, the availability of programs and services for young families, the number of children under 5 in your neighbourhood, or the income level in your neighbourhood.  This cannot and will not be done for individual children, but only groups of children (the smallest group would be a school or neighbourhood so that no individual child can be identified).  This will give us better information about early childhood development and programs and services available to families with young children in  city/site name   .  Teachers and the school will not see your completed questionnaire.
Confidentiality

As in the EDI, information collected with the KPS will not have your name or the name of your child tied to it.  All of your responses will be kept confidential and your participation is voluntary.  Staff at the Offord Centre for Child Studies will process your survey information.  To make sure no individual can be identified, all the data from this survey will be summarized and reported at a group level. 
This data may be used at a non-identifiable level in future research papers. Data files will also be available to the local Data Analysis Coordinator and the Government of Ontario upon request. 

Are there any risks or benefits to you or your child?

There are no risks to you or your child for participating, and there will be no direct benefits to you or your child, we feel that this information can help answer important questions about things that effect the early development of children. 

The survey should take you approximately 15- 20 minutes to complete.  Please return your completed survey in the enclosed self-addressed envelope.  To thank you, we have enclosed a book that you and your child can enjoy together. {optional}.
Who do I contact if I have questions or concerns about this study? 

You may withdraw from the study at any time by contacting the project coordinators.  If you have any questions or concerns about this research project, please contact     name of coordinator   at the City of  city/site name  at phone number or Jessica Peter  or Ashley Gaskin at the Offord Centre for Child Studies, McMaster University at (905)521-2100 ext. 77370 or 74352, agaskin@mcmaster.ca or peterje@mcmaster.ca.  If you have questions about your rights as a research participant you may contact the McMaster University Research Ethics Board at (905)521-2100 ext. 23142.
Sincerely, 


School Board Representative Name

Magdalena Janus, Ph.D.

and Signature
Offord Centre for Child Studies

School Board Representative
Sponsoring Agency Representative

Name and Signature
Name and Signature
